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that we can to help improve the prospects for
teen parents and their children.

Therefore, I direct the Secretaries of Health
and Human Services and Housing and Urban
Development to work together to implement the
following actions:

(1) Within 60 days, issue guidance to non-
profit organizations (both faith-based and
other community-based organizations) and
State and local governments to create
awareness about the second chance home
model, highlight States’ responsibility to
provide access to adult-supervised living
arrangements for minor parents who can-
not live at home, provide best practices
concerning program design, and provide
user-friendly information about existing
funding sources for both facilities and
services costs, for the creation or expan-
sion of second chance homes;

(2) Create a joint technical assistance effort
to help communities interested in estab-
lishing or expanding second chance homes;

(3) Use all available legal authority to provide
organizations interested in establishing sec-
ond chance homes access to foreclosed,
underutilized, and surplus real estate or
facilities at the maximum allowable dis-
count. The Department of Housing and
Urban Development should also explore
opportunities to increase the availability of
Supportive Housing Program funds to sec-
ond chance homes for teen parents; and

(4) Clarify that teen parents in second chance
homes may be eligible for low-income
housing vouchers and encourage second
chance home operators to accept housing
voucher holders into their programs.

The swift and collaborative implementation of
these actions is vital to achieving our goal of
helping teen parents take responsibility for their
lives and their children’s futures.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was embargoed for re-
lease by the Office of the Press Secretary until
10:06 a.m. on August 12.

Remarks at a Hollywood Tribute to the President in Los Angeles
August 12, 2000

Thank you so much. I want to thank all the
people Hillary mentioned, all the other wonder-
ful entertainers who are here in the audience
tonight, all of our friends and supporters. There
are so many things—I’d like to say something
about everyone. I do have a confession to make.
When I was in Aachen, Germany, the other
day to receive the Charlemagne Prize, the cere-
mony began in Charlemagne’s Church, built in
the 8th century. And you can actually sit in
the place where Charlemagne sat, and you can
actually see the throne on which Charlemagne
was crowned. And at that very moment, I really
thought Shirley MacLaine was sitting right next
to me. [Laughter]

I would also like to thank the members of
our family, some of whom are here tonight,
some of whom, like my mother and Hillary’s
dad, aren’t here anymore. I’d like to thank my
mother-in-law and my stepfather, Dick Kelley,
my brother and his family, Hillary’s two broth-
ers, our wonderful nephews, my wonderful sis-

ter-in-law, Maria. And all these times over the
last 8 years, they shared a lot of the joy, which
was their perfect right, but they also had to
take a lot of the bullets, which they shouldn’t
have. And I’m really glad that they’re here with
us tonight.

I was looking at those movies up there, inter-
spersed with all the entertainment and the won-
derful, wonderful things that were said. And by
the way, the people that produced this show
and conceived it did a fabulous job, and we
ought to give them a round of applause, too.
[Applause]

And I was thinking how quickly it all passed
and what an absolute joy it was. I want you
to know that for me this was not only the great-
est honor of my life but every day, even the
bad days, were good days, as long as I remem-
bered who hired me and what I was doing
there.

There were some days when the cost of doing
business seemed reasonably high at the end of
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the 20th century, but it was still a joy. Because
of you and the other Americans who gave me
a chance to serve, I had a chance to save lives
and lift lives. I hope I made some little kids
and forgotten people think that they still count-
ed. I hope that around the world, fewer people
will die of AIDS, fewer children will grow up
poor, fewer people will die in battle. I hope
that here at home, now that we have this unbe-
lievable prosperity, the American people will de-
cide this year to make the most of it.

That’s the last thing I’d like to ask you. I’ve
often wondered why I love music and movies
so much. And Franklin Roosevelt once said it
was necessary for the President to be America’s
greatest actor. When I read it, I had no clue
what he meant. Now I understand all too well.
[Laughter] I think it is because public life and
politics are more than reason, and progress is
more than policy. It helps to have a pretty good
mind. It helps even more to have a strong con-
stitution and a reasonably high pain threshold.
But in the end, the most important thing is
to do the people’s business from the heart.

For in the end, it is the life we share with
people whom we’ll never know, many of whom
have to struggle every day, perhaps that get
into a wheelchair to move around or to keep
body and soul together or to keep their kids
out of trouble. But the difference between them
and us is actually quite small.

I used to tell people in some of the dark
days, when they’d say, ‘‘Don’t you sometimes
regret that you ever got into this?’’ I’d say,
‘‘Lord, no. Just a few twists in the road, and
I could be home doing real estate transactions
in a musty loft.’’

This has worked out wonderfully, because
America is better off. I want you to remember
that for me it was an affair of the heart, that
every slogan I ever used was something I be-
lieved. I still believe we should put people first.
I still believe that everybody counts; everybody
ought to have a chance; we all do better when
we help each other. I still believe we ought
to build bridges instead of walls. I still think
we should never stop thinking about tomorrow.

And more than anything else, I feel gratitude.
But more than anything else, you should feel,
if you really believe what was said and what
we celebrated, that the best is yet to be. It
is a rare thing when a country has a chance
to build a future of its dreams for its children.

When Hillary decided to run for the Senate
after half a dozen New York Congressmen asked
her to do it, and she stirred around up there
and decided she kind of liked it and that she
wanted to do things that still needed doing that
she had worked on all of her life, I was really
proud of her, because we could have spent more
evenings like this, and we could have simply
spent the last year celebrating and enjoying the
good fortune that our country has had, perhaps
in some measure because of our efforts.

But she took all those things I’ve been saying
all these years to heart. So after 30 years of
helping other people and fighting for good
causes, she decided to run for office. I hope
you’ll help her win, and I thank you for your
help tonight.

And I just want to say one thing about the
Vice President and Joe Lieberman. I couldn’t
top what Red Buttons said. I wish I’d written
it down. I might actually crib it Monday night
when I speak. [Laughter] Al Gore is a good
person, a brilliant person, a hard-working per-
son. But the reason you ought to be for him
is he understands how to keep this magical pros-
perity going and how to spread it to the people
that, I regret to say, are still left behind.

He understands the future. He was talking
about global warming when we ran in ’92, and
people were still making fun of him. Now even
the oil companies admit that it’s real. He under-
stands the implications of the Internet because
he helped to take it out of being a private prov-
ince of a handful of physicists.

When we became President and Vice Presi-
dent, there were only—listen to this—50 sites
on the World Wide Web. Today, there are 10
million or 20 million. He understands the mag-
ical promise of the human genome but doesn’t
want anybody to have a little gene map that
costs them their health insurance or their job.
And I want somebody in the White House that
understands the future, because it’s really un-
folding fast.

And picking Joe Lieberman showed a lot of
judgment, as well as a lot of character. Hillary
and I met Joe Lieberman when he was 28 years
old, running for the State Senate, not so long
after he had been a Freedom Rider in the
South, helping black people to register to vote,
when it was still very segregated. I’ve known
him a long time. He also is a brilliant man,
who is a little bit of an iconoclast and not afraid
to think differently. And we need some of that
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in the White House, too, because it’s awful easy
to get hidebound there and to stay with the
conventional wisdom.

But the most important thing is, to me any-
way, they want to take us all along for the ride.
And they think the people who worked this
stage tonight whose names we’ll never know de-
serve the same chance we have to send their
children to college and to build the American
dream for their families. They think in the arena
of citizenship there are no backup singers, that
everybody should have a starring role, and that’s
real important to me.

So that’s the last thing I’d say to you. Whoopi
said it right; I’m not going anywhere except
to a different line of work. I’ll try to be a useful
citizen, and I’ll try to hang around. But it’s
in your hands now. And the best thing you
could do to honor me is to go out to everybody
you can find between now and November,

through every network of influence you have,
and say, ‘‘Hey, the best is still out there, and
the problems are still out there, and the chal-
lenges are still out there.’’

And those of you who are at least as old
as I am know that the kind of chance we have
today to build the future of our dreams for
our kids maybe—maybe—comes along once in
a lifetime, and nothing stays the same.

So thanks for the honor. Thanks for the
memories you gave me tonight. But don’t stop
thinking about tomorrow.

God bless you, and thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to en-
tertainers Shirley MacLaine, Red Buttons, and
Whoopi Goldberg; and the President’s brother,
Roger Clinton, mother-in-law, Dorothy Rodham,
and brothers-in-law Tony and Hugh Rodham.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Brunch Honoring the
Cabinet in Los Angeles
August 13, 2000

The President. Well, first of all, let me say
I’m glad to see you here in good spirits. Are
you ready to leave and win? [Applause] I want
to thank Mayor Rendell and Mayor Archer and
Congresswoman Sanchez, Joe Andrew, all the
leaders of our Democratic Party. I want to thank
all of you who have helped me over these last
8 years. I want to thank you for your commit-
ment to helping Al Gore and Joe Lieberman.

I want to say something—I hope we can be
more positive and more specific than our friends
were in Philadelphia. But I do just want to—
I’m just standing up here on the stage thinking
about one thing. You know, when they wanted
to show harmony and inclusion and all that,
they had to put their leaders in a closet and
go scare up people off the street to get on
the stage. [Laughter] When we want to show
harmony and inclusion, all we have to do is
bring our team up on the stage.

When they want to show harmony and inclu-
sion, they have to use the people they’ve got
on the stage to hide their policies. When we
want to show harmony and inclusion, all we
have to do is talk about what we’ve done, and

even more important, what Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman are going to do. There’s a big dif-
ference.

And so, I just want to say when I heard
them talking about how we coasted through the
last 8 years—[laughter]—I sort of thought,
where did I get all this gray hair anyway?
[Laughter] I sort of thought, where do they
think those jobs came from, where do they think
those educational statistics came from, where
do they think the cut in the welfare rolls in
half, and the decline in the crime rate, and
the fact that over 40 million more Americans
are breathing clean air? And I could talk here
until dawn about it.

Do you remember when they were in? They
took credit when the Sun came up in the morn-
ing. [Laughter] The Republicans are in, and ‘‘It’s
morning in America. The Sun came up again
today.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Look at it. There it is in
the sky. We did it. There it is.’’ [Laughter]

Well, God made the Sun rise, not the Repub-
licans or the Democrats. But President Kennedy
once reminded us that ‘‘Here on Earth, God’s
work must truly be our own.’’ That is what this
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